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POWER OF LANGUAGE FOR INFANTS AND TODDLERS  • 2 HOURS,
CEUS: 0.2 
How much of a difference can you make in the life of a child just by talking? A lot! You can help children grow, learn and get
ready to read by making the most of every day moments – all by embracing and nurturing the power of language. 

Explain the importance of and demonstrate how to build meaningful relationships with infants and toddlers 
Identify the 5 elements of responsive interactions and explain how to apply them when engaging with children 
Identify ways to support a child's first language and engage families of dual language learners 

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

Strong relationships are the foundation of language development. 
Your responsive interactions with young children support the development of a solid foundation for reading and
all learning.

Why It Matters: 

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES

We read to
become who we
are meant to be.

FOR INFANT/
TODDLER

 EDUCATORS
& LEADERS

Sondra Mims • Chief Academic Officer,
Atlanta Speech School

AN ECOSYSTEM APPROACH TO DEVELOPING THE FOUNDATION FOR
READING IN THE EARLY YEARS • 3.5 HOURS, CEUS: 0.4
This course supports teachers understanding of how our Cox Campus B-5 coursework is integrated. It presents an overview of
an ecosystem approach to developing the foundation for reading in the early years and introduces nine essential elements,
why they matter, and the best practices associated with each element.

Be familiar with the ecosystem approach and the nine essential elements that contribute to a solid
foundation in language and literacy
Define the elements, explain why they matter, and identify exemplary practices associated with them
See the connection between the elements and all relevant B5 coursework on Cox Campus
Use the Ecosystem Construction Measure at sites and/or classrooms s a guide to setting goals and planning
action steps for improvement leading to radical child outcomes

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

Although children do not begin their formal instruction in reading until the first years of formal schooling, the
path for developing a fluent, confident reader begins early in life, in fact, in infancy. A strong foundation in
language and emergent literacy in the early years is required for children to fully be ready to benefit from reading
instruction in the elementary years. Teachers of children in the early years play a critical role in supporting the
construction of a reading brain and need support to develop the knowledge and skills to implement practices that
define a relationships-based, language-centered ecosystem – a learning environment that supports children’s
language and literacy development, in preparation for reading.

Why It Matters: 

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES

BUILD MY BRAIN • 2 HOURS, CEUS: 0.2
A child’s brain is born ready to learn and grow. We all have a role to play in making reading a reality for every child. See how
you can make every moment an opportunity to build children’s language and literacy skills. 

Describe how brain development unfolds and how early experiences affect this process 
Explain how interactions between adults and children form and strengthen neural connections 
Understand how toxic stress responses can negatively impact a child's ability to learn

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

All of us play an important role in constructing children’s brains or supporting those who do so directly. 
The early years are critical years.
Supporting families, teachers, caregivers and all who work with young children is important for children’s well-
being and for the future of our communities.

Why It Matters: 

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES
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TALK WITH ME BABY • 4 HOURS, CEUS: 0.4
You can be a brain-building partner! As a Talk With Me Baby coach, you can empower families to continue supporting their
children’s learning at home, at school, and everywhere in between. 

Support children’s language development at school and home 
Explain how early childhood affects brain architecture 
Use lightning coaching moments to partner with families 

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

Children’s earliest experiences affect long-term outcomes in health, learning, and behavior.  
You can start a powerful chain reaction to better children’s futures in your school and community.

Why It Matters: 

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES

FOR INFANT/
TODDLER

 EDUCATORS
& LEADERS

If we want an
engaged citizenry
we have to have a
literate citizenry.

Walter Gilliam • Professor of Child Psychiatry
& Psychology, Yale University Child Study
Center & Cox Campus National Advisory
Member

TALK WITH ME • 3 HOURS, CEUS: 0.3
Every time you talk with a child is an opportunity to build their brain for reading, no matter how young. Learn how you can use
simple, effective techniques to build stronger, smarter brains. 

Understand how to use the TALK Strategy to have meaningful conversations with infants and toddlers 
Describe how to build children’s language by: Tuning In, Asking Questions, Lifting Language, and Keeping it
Going 
Modify the TALK strategy for Dual Language Learners 

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

The early years are most important in a child’s brain development.
Words are like food for the brain, helping improve children’s cognitive development. 
Your words are powerful and each one creates a brighter future for children.

Why It Matters: 

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES

READ WITH ME: PART 1 • 2.5 HOURS, CEUS: 0.3
Everyone knows reading books with children is important - not just reading to children – but reading with them. Learn how you
can transform story time by reading interactively with children and create opportunities to have great conversations and build
language.

Demonstrate how to read books interactively and responsively 
Identify practices that help promote language development during story reads 
Modify the TIPS Strategy in story reads for different age groups 

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

Reading a book becomes more than a story, it becomes a conversation. 
These conversations pave the way for the development of content knowledge, vocabulary, and comprehension
children need later on.

Why It Matters: 

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES
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RHYME WITH ME • 2.5 HOURS, CEUS: 0.3
Words, rhythm, and rhyme come together to spark children’s imaginations, build strong relationships, and encourage learning.
See how you can pair rhythm and rhyme with powerful, brain-building moments. 

Explain how rhythm and rhyme improve early literacy skills in infants and toddlers 
Identify and recognize best practices for reading rhyming books with infants and toddlers 
Use brain-building rhythm and rhyme activities throughout the entire day 

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

Rhythm and rhyme helps children’s brains make powerful connections to prepare their brains for learning. 
Rhythm and rhyme moments are opportunities to build strong connections with children.

Why It Matters: 

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES

FOR INFANT/
TODDLER

 EDUCATORS
& LEADERS

We have to make the science of
reading available to all teachers
because our kids are depending
on it. Quite frankly when you
look at our national data, our
country is depending on it.

Dr. Ryan Lee-James • Director of Rollins Center for
Language & Literacy 

READ WITH ME: PART 2 • 1.5 HOURS, CEUS: 0.2
It’s not what you read with children, but how you read that makes a difference. And you have the power to make reading
exciting and attainable for your Dual Language Learners, all while finding opportunities to have brain-building conversations
with your students.

Modify the TIPS Strategy for dual language learners 
Demonstrate use of the TIPS Strategy with any book read with children 

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

Dual language learners benefit when you read stories with them in English and in their first language when you
add some additional support. 
Reading stories interactively paves the way for the development of content knowledge, vocabulary, and
comprehension children need later on.

Why It Matters: 

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES

MONITORING CHILDREN’S PROGRESS IN LANGUAGE & LITERACY IN
THE EARLY YEARS• 3.5 HOURS, CEUS: 0.4
Teachers will build skills in monitoring/assessing children’s developmental progress, with a focus on language and
literacy development.

Recognize that Progress Monitoring is an integral part of teaching and is a vital component of an early
childhood program
Be familiar with the cycle of assessment and be able to apply it to all areas of development in their classroom,
particularly language and literacy
Understand the range of development in language and literacy for Infants–PK children, understand how to
monitor progress in these areas, and be familiar with tools available for this purpose on Cox Campus

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

Taking the time to intentionally observe and document children’s progress allows teachers to get to know
children better, form relationships with them, and plan activities and instruction that most effectively support
and advance their development.

Why It Matters: 

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES
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This course supports teachers understanding of how our Cox Campus B-5 coursework is integrated. It presents an overview of
an ecosystem approach to developing the foundation for reading in the early years and introduces nine essential elements, why
they matter, and the best practices associated with each element.

Be familiar with the ecosystem approach and the nine essential elements that contribute to a solid
foundation in language and literacy
Define the elements, explain why they matter, and identify exemplary practices associated with them
See the connection between the elements and all relevant B5 coursework on Cox Campus. Learners will also
be familiar with the Ecosystem Construction Measure and ready to use it at their sites or classroom, as a
guide to setting goals and planning action steps for improvement leading to radical child outcomes

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

Although children do not begin their formal instruction in reading until the first years of formal schooling, the
path for developing a fluent, confident reader begins early in life, in fact, in infancy. A strong foundation in
language and emergent literacy in the early years is required for children to fully be ready to benefit from reading
instruction in the elementary years. Teachers of children in the early years play a critical role in supporting the
construction of a reading brain and need support to develop the knowledge and skills to implement practices that
define a relationships-based, language-centered ecosystem – a learning environment that supports children’s
language and literacy development, in preparation for reading.

Why It Matters: 

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES

Oral language is a vital element to children’s brain development.
Oral language is the foundation for literacy and all learning.
You’ll become an even more amazing teacher.

Why It Matters: 

FOR PRESCHOOL/
PRE-K 

 EDUCATORS &
LEADERS

The silver lining of COVID is
that it allowed us to
reimagine education in a
flexible way that was more
supportive of children’s
individual needs

Laura Rhinehart • Asst Researcher, UCLA Center for
Dyslexia, Diverse Learners & Social Justice & Cox
Campus National Advisory Member

AN ECOSYSTEM APPROACH TO DEVELOPING THE FOUNDATION FOR
READING IN THE EARLY YEARS • 3.5 HOURS, CEUS: 0.4

BUILD MY BRAIN • 1 HOUR, CEUS: 0.1
A child’s brain is born ready to learn and grow. We all have a role to play in making reading a reality for every child. See how
you can make every moment an opportunity to build children’s language and literacy skills. 

Describe how brain development unfolds and how early experiences affect this process 
Explain how interactions between adults and children form and strengthen neural connections 
Understand how toxic stress responses can negatively impact a child's ability to learn 

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

All of us play an important role in constructing children’s brains or supporting those who do so directly.
The early years are critical years.
Supporting families, teachers, caregivers and all who work with young children is important for children’s well-
being and for the future of our communities. 

Why It Matters: 

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES

THE POWER OF LANGUAGE • 2.5 HOURS, CEUS: 0.2 
How does oral language impact a child’s ability to read later on in life? A bunch! Give children a head start towards reading by intro.

Explain the importance of oral language for children's cognitive development
Demonstrate the ability to select, incorporate, and teach complex vocabulary throughout the day
Develop a No Shhh Zone for your classroom 

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES
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TALK WITH ME • 3 HOURS, CEUS: 0.3
Every time you talk with a child is an opportunity to build their brain for reading, no matter how young. Learn how you can
use simple, effective techniques to build stronger, smarter brains. 

Understand how to use the TALK Strategy to have meaningful conversations with infants and toddlers 
Describe how to build children’s language by: Tuning In, Asking Questions, Lifting Language, and Keeping it
Going 
Modify the TALK strategy for Dual Language Learners 

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

The early years are most important in a child’s brain development.
Words are like food for the brain, helping improve children’s cognitive development.
Your words are powerful and each one creates a brighter future for children.

Why It Matters: 

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES

TALK WITH ME BABY • 4 HOURS, CEUS: 0.4
You can be a brain-building partner! As a Talk With Me Baby coach, you can empower families to continue supporting their
children’s learning at home, at school, and everywhere in between. 

Support children’s language development at school and home 
Explain how early childhood affects brain architecture 
Use lightning coaching moments to partner with families 

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

Children’s earliest experiences affect long-term outcomes in health, learning, and behavior.  
You can start a powerful chain reaction to better children’s futures in your school and community.

Why It Matters: 

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES

FOR PRESCHOOL/
PRE-K 

 EDUCATORS &
LEADERS

There is an opportunity – right
now – to actually align
instruction with 50 years of
scientific research that has
shown us how students learn to
read and what they need to be
taught.
Emily Hanford • Education Correspondent 

TRANSFORMING STORY TIME  • 3.5 HOURS, CEUS: 0.4 
It’s not just what you read, but how you read with children that makes all the difference. Transform story time into a brain-
building (and fun!) experience for your children. 

Demonstrate how to read interactively with preschool and pre-k children 
Identify a focus book and explain why it should be read three times in a week 
Determine what to focus on during each of your three story reads  

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

Children need interactive reads to help them understand the meaning of stories and build vocabulary. 
Interactive story reads help build critical literacy skills for children.
Being intentional about your story reads provides more.

Why It Matters: 

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES
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SHARING IDEAS THROUGH WRITING  • 4.5 HOURS, CEUS: 0.5
When a kid scribbles on paper, long before they can write their letters, they’re starting to understand writing and what it
means. Learn how you can foster this love of writing – and learning – in young children. 

Describe the different stages of emergent writing for children 
Integrate strategies to support children's writing skill development
Design fun and exciting emergent writing activities to do with children   

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

Emergent writing activities prepare children to meet nationwide third-grade writing standards.
Children will be able to communicate thoughts, ideas, and feelings through developmentally appropriate writing.

Why It Matters: 

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES

FOUNDATIONS OF LEARNING TO READ • 5.0 HOURS, CEUS: 0.5 
Before a child can conquer reading, they need to conquer three foundational areas: phonological awareness, alphabet
knowledge, and concepts of print. You can help them master these skills in a fun and exciting way with a little trick we call
“PAC” Time. 

Formulate a three-part teaching strategy for teaching children specific skills
List the components of phonological awareness, alphabet knowledge, and concepts of print 
Modify how you teach these concepts at different developmental stages

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

You will see statistical improvement in key reading preparedness skills.
Your children will be on the path to literacy, and soon ready to learn phonics and how to decode words.

Why It Matters: 

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES

FOR PRESCHOOL/
PRE-K 

 EDUCATORS &
LEADERS

Kids learn language just by
being in an environment
where language is spoken.
Reading does not develop
that way, a real critical
distinction.
Dr. Ryan Lee-James • Director of Rollins Center for
Language & Literacy 

BUILDING WORLD KNOWLEDGE  • 2.0 HOURS, CEUS: 0.2
Reading is a great way for children to learn about the world around them. Learn how you can bring interesting, informational
texts to the forefront by pairing them with some of your favorite storybooks. 

Develop pairs of fiction and nonfiction books for preschool and pre-k children
Choose an appropriate informational text that pairs with a week's focus book during REAL time
Use informational texts and responsive instruction during REAL time sessions to support children in reaching
REAL time goals

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

You’ll help children be able to better understand the world around them.
Children will understand books are a great way to learn.
Pairing storybooks with nonfiction supporting texts helps children learn.

Why It Matters: 

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES
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SUPPORTING DUAL LANGUAGE LEARNERS RIGHT FROM THE START
• 4 HOURS, CEUS: 0.4 
Hola! Bonjour! Nǐn hǎo! Anyoung! These are just a few ways some of your learners may say “hello.” You can support their home
language and create positive learning experiences that respond to their needs and prepares them for kindergarten – and beyond. 

Describe dual language development, the benefits of bilingualism, and the role of first language in DLL’s
development
Identify and explain the six essential ecosystem elements that contribute to an ecosystem for dual language
learners thrive
Design culturally and linguistically responsive learning environments for dual language learners
Learn and apply teaching practices that specifically support DLLs’ development and build their foundation in
language and literacy

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

There is a lack of fit between what science tells us about how DLLs learn and how we teach them in the
classroom.   
Young DLLs benefit greatly from a variety of supports and practices teachers can put in place to maximize their
learning. 
DLLs’ first language is a valuable asset that plays an important role in their learning and must be woven into the
classroom experience. 

Why It Matters: 

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES

FOR PRESCHOOL/
PRE-K 

 EDUCATORS &
LEADERS

If we want to be able to move
the needle, we really need to
come from a place where
we're drawing from gifts that
children and families are
already coming with. 
Dr. Neena McConnico • Child Witness to Violence Project &
Cox Campus Contributor 

CONNECTING THE DOTS FOR DUAL LANGUAGE LEARNERS THROUGHOUT
THE PRESCHOOL DAY • 2.5 HOURS, CEUS: 0.3
Learn how to help connect the dots for DLLs by supporting their learning and participation during morning meeting, story time,
centers, small groups, and transitions.

 Identify and explain the six essential elements that contribute to a language-rich ecosystem where dual
language learners thrive
Identify how these elements and best practices associated with them come together throughout the
instructional day to support DLLs’ learning during morning meeting, storytime, centers, small groups, and
transitions
Implement equitable teaching practices that specifically support DLLs’ development and build their
foundation in language and literacy

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

The early childhood classroom is becoming more and more diverse, and teachers must be prepared to teach all
children effectively.
Dual language learners learn best and develop a solid foundation in language and literacy in environments where
their culture and first language are woven into the classroom experience.
By incorporating a variety of supports you can create an environment where DLLs feel safe, included, and ready
to learn!

Why It Matters: 

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES
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MONITORING CHILDREN’S PROGRESS IN LANGUAGE & LITERACY IN THE
EARLY YEARS• 3.5 HOURS, CEUS: 0.4
Teachers will build skills in monitoring/assessing children’s developmental progress, with a focus on language and literacy development.

Recognize that Progress Monitoring is an integral part of teaching and is a vital component of an early
childhood program
Be familiar with the cycle of assessment and be able to apply it to all areas of development in their classroom,
particularly language and literacy
Understand the range of development in language and literacy for Infants- PK children, understand how to
monitor progress in these areas, and be familiar with tools available for this purpose on Cox Campus

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

Taking the time to intentionally observe and document children’s progress allows teachers to get to know
children better, form relationships with them, and plan activities and instruction that most effectively support
and advance their development.

Why It Matters: 

FOR PRESCHOOL/
PRE-K 

 EDUCATORS &
LEADERS

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES

We have a reading brain
that needs our attention to
the knowledge – the
Science of Reading. 

Dr. Maryanne Wolf • Director of the Center for
Dyslexia, Diverse Learners and Social Justice & Cox
Campus National Advisory Member
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INSTRUCTIONAL COACHING FOR CHANGE IN CHILDREN'S FUTURES • 2.5
HOURS, CEUS: 0.3
This first course introduces Instructional Coaching, an innovative and effective relationships-based professional
learning approach focused on supporting teachers’ practices related to language and literacy in the early years, our
focus across all Cox Campus courses for educators.

Understand the value of coaching as a personalized, relationship-based professional
learning approach 
Learn the value and effectiveness of Instructional Coaching in improving teachers' ability to impact
language and literacy outcomes for children 
Engage with teachers effectively, using adult learning principles 

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

Instructional coaching is the ultimate form of professional development in improving teacher practices
and ultimately child outcomes.

Why It Matters: 

RELATIONSHIPS ARE THE HEART OF COACHING  • 3 HOURS, CEUS: 0.3
This second course will prepare you to build strong coaching relationships through self-awareness, understanding
the learner, building trust, and having exploratory or initial conversations. Building relationships with those you
coach is important, it is the relationship that will connect all coaching efforts. 

Articulate your beliefs before entering into a coaching relationship, understand the importance of
cultural influences and the importance of becoming culturally competent before beginning coaching
Lead the initial conversation of a coaching relationship, including the four-act structure that the
conversation should adhere to
Understand and share the need for building trust in coaching relationships, and the elements that
trust is comprised of, including CPR and LEAD
Communicate the five stages of change, as well as how to provide proper support during each stage

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

Instructional coaching is the ultimate form of professional development in improving teacher practices
and ultimately child outcomes. 

Why It Matters: 

FOR BIRTH
TO 5 

 EDUCATORS
& LEADERS

Literacy is a double cape.
It opens up the words for
individuals and it opens
up the words for
communities. 

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES

Walter Gilliam • Professor of Child Psychiatry &
Psychology, Yale University Child Study Center & Cox
Campus National Advisory Member
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THE ROLLINS COACHING PROCESS • 3.5 HOURS, CEUS: 0.3
This third course provides prospective Cox Campus Instructional Coaches with a step-by-step guide on how to
implement the Coaching Impact Cycle: Identify, Learn, and Improve, to support teachers in developing skills that
promote children’s development in language and literacy. 

Complete an ecosystem construction measure, identify ecosystem priority areas, and set goals
using the joint action plan
Guide a teacher effectively through the identify phase of the impact cycle
Guide teacher effectively through the explain phase of the impact cycle
Guide a teacher effectively through the modeling and guided practice phase of the impact cycle 
Guide a teacher effectively through the observe and improve phases of the impact cycle

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

Instructional coaching is the ultimate form of professional development in improving teacher practices
and ultimately child outcomes. 

Why It Matters: 

FOR BIRTH
TO 5 

 EDUCATORS
& LEADERS

 INSTRUCTIONAL COACHING AND THE ROLE OF LEADERS • 2 HOURS,
CEUS: 0.2
This course is intended for leaders of early childhood education sites. It presents an overview of Cox Campus
instructional coaching and the important role leaders play in its implementation. 

Understand instructional coaching and what is needed to support coaching efforts effectively at
your site

By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

Instructional coaching is the ultimate form of professional development in improving teacher practices
and ultimately child outcomes.  

Why It Matters: 

Teachers deserve to be taught
how skilled reading develops.
They deserve to be taught what
they need to know to teach kids
how to read in a direct and
explcit way.

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES

IMPLEMENT WHAT
YOU'VE LEARNED WITH

THESE RESOURCES

Emily Hanford • Education Correspondent 
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